Namibia’s Special Birds Tour July 2017

Rüpell’s Parrot

Compiled by Matt Prophet and Sharon Smallbones

Itinerary
Spitzkoppe – Erongo Region
Brandberg – Erongo Region
Kunene River – Kunene Region
Okavango River – Kavango East Region
Katima Mulilo – Zambezi Region
Kwando River – Zambezi Region
Muhango Game Park – Kavango East Region
Waterberg Plateau Park – Otjozondjupa Region
Khomas Hochland – Khomas Region
Summary
This tour was designed to see a certain list of birds in Namibia’s central and
northern regions. Most of the birds targeted were found and excellent
views of most species were obtained. The daytime temperatures were
warm, going up to 30° C and dropping to about O° C in the Khomas
Hochland (highlands around Windhoek) at night. The tour excluded sites
like Walvis Bay and Southern Namibia. This report is a daily account of the
highlights per location.
Spitzkoppe – Erongo Region
This arid and beautiful destination is home to one of Namibia’s most sought
after near endemics, the Herero Chat. During the two nights spent at
Spitzkoppe we had two brilliant sightings of this knock-out bird. During
both observations, we were able to observe the bird going about it’s
morning routine.

Herero Chat

Other notable species for the area include Bradfield’s Swifts, Monteiro’s
Hornbill, Yellow-billed Hornbill, Cinnamon-breasted Bunting, Dusky
Sunbirds, Black-throated Canary, Vereaux’s Eagle, Yellow-bellied
Eremomela. Pied morph Mountain Wheatear and Pale-winged Starlings are
common, along with Bokmakierie, Cape Bunting and Swallow-tailed Beeeater.
White-tailed Shrikes were common and entertaining to watch as they
moved about the small shrubs and grasses. The white-browed race of
Common Fiscal was also seen.
Mammals included Black Mongoose, Damara Ground Squirrel and Western
Desert Elephant Shrew.
Brandberg – Erongo Region
A spectacular mountain, the Brandberg is one of the highest mountains in
the sub-region rising to an altitude of over 4000m out of the Namib Desert.
One night was spent in the vicinity of the Ugab River, where multiple views
of the range restricted Benguela Long-billed Lark were had.

Benguela Long-billed Lark

Rüppel’s Parrots and Korhaan were seen and photographed.
Brief views of Gray’s Larks were had, although not a target bird on this
particular trip.

Rüpell’s Korhaan

Damara Red-billed and Grey Hornbill were common in the dry river bed
and moved about the Camel Thorn trees. Namaqua Sandgrouse, Greybacked Camaroptera, Barn Owl, Spotted Eagle Owl and Pearl-spotted Owlet
were also recorded.The white-rumped race of Karoo Chat was seen.
Travelling north towards the Kunene we found Great Sparrow, Violet-eared
and Black-faced Waxbill, Purple Roller, Namaqua Dove, South African
Shelduck, Red-headed Finch, Cut-throat Finch, Red-billed Buffalo Weaver,
Short-tied Rock Thrush and Common Ostrich.

Kunene River – Kunene Region
This region offers species that are not found in other parts of Southern
Africa. On a previous visit to this area we recorded two Grey Kestrels and
Rufous-tailed Palm Thrushes, both highly localised species. This time round
we where searching for the elusive Cinderella Waxbill and the more
recently discovered Angolan Cave Chat.
A trip into the remote Zebra Mountains with Kunene River Lodge’s Peter
Morgan was arranged and this is where we obtained stunning views of two
Angolan Cave Chats. To say that we were happy with our views of these
special birds, known only from a handful of sites in Angola would be an
understatement.

Angolan Cave Chat

My bogey bird blues where finally rewarded with my first sighting of a
Cinderella Waxbill as it flew across the rugged slope at the cave chat site. I
had looked for this species many years before, on a previous tour to the
area and had been unsuccessful in finding it. Finding “Cindy’s” can be tricky
business. By locating an isolated water hole, dug by Himba tribes people,
we where able to obtain a second sighting of a flock of approximately 10
birds in the presence of Blue and Violet-eared Waxbills which allowed for
extended observation time.
Other birds we spotted in the area included Yellow-billed Oxpecker, African
Golden Weaver, Red-necked Spurfowl Pternistis afer afer, White–browed
coucal, Verreaux’s Eagle Owl, Swamp Boubou and the highly localized
Rufous-tailed Palm Thrush which is quite common along the banks of the

Kunene River. Other special near-endemic, Bare-cheeked Babbler gave us
excellent views as a group moved through our camp. Meve’s Long-tailed
and Cape Glossy Starling, Black-backed Puffback and non-breeding
plumage Chestnut Weavers were also seen in the reed beds.

Bare-cheeked Babbler

Mammal sightings included: Black-faced Impala, Dassie Rat, Rock Hyrax,
Vervet Monkey (sandier coloured in this region), Striped Tree Squirrel,
Black-backed Jackal and Klipspringer.
Okavango River – Kavango East Region
We spent two nights at Shamvura Lodge on the Okavango River on the
western edge of the Caprivi Strip. Through prior arrangements with Mark
and Charlie Paxton, the owners of Shamvura, we relied on their local
knowledge to help us find a very special and difficult Southern African
resident, the Souza’s Shrike.
With Mark’s guidance and excellent local knowledge we located the female
bird after many hours of searching. We obtained prolonged views of a
perched female bird and where grateful to Mark for his help. We advise
other birders wanting to look for this species to contact Mark Paxton for his
assistance. Sharp-tailed Starling eluded me, and remains a birding
challenge for another trip to this area.

Souza’s Shrike

Tinkling Cisticola, African Yellow White-Eye, Black Flycatchers, Violetbacked Starling, Arrow-marked Babbler, Cardinal Woodpecker, Kurrichane
Thrush, Crested Francolin, Brown-crowned and Black-crowned Tchagra
were also spotted in this area. Birds along the river included Copperytailed Coucal, Green-backed Heron, Giant and Pied Kingfishers, African
Jacana and White-fronted Bee-eater. Raptors included Little Banded
Goshawk, the ever-present African Fish Eagle and African Goshawk.
Excellent views of Hartlaub’s Babbler were had while birding in the area
and male Copper Sunbird was also seen 20km west of Rundu.
Katima Mulilo & Kwando River – Zambezi Region
A visit to Katima Mulilo’s, Caprivi House Boat lodge to see the Yellowthroated Leaflove was successful. On our first morning the well-known pair
made a brief appearance in the gardens of the lodge. On hearing the birds
call, curt the lodge owner alerted us to their presence and we were
thankfully able to obtain good views of this bird which was only added to
the southern African list in 2016.

Yellow-throated Leaflove

Other great birds seen while in this area included male and female African
Finfoot and the most approachable Schalow’s Turacos I have ever
encountered.
Tropical and Swamp Boubou were common at the lodge and Green-winged
Pytilia, White-browed Robin-Chat, African Yellow-Bellied Greenbul and
Terrestrial Brownbul were resident within the grounds. A pair of Wood
Owls, White-crowned Lapwing, African Golden Oriole and two African
Skimmers hunting up and down the Zambezi River just topped it all off.

Schalow’s Turaco

A very lucky find on the road to Katima included a Rufous-beaked Snake.
On the very same day Curt, at Caprivi Houseboat Lodge, captured a

beautiful specimen, estimated to be 1.4m long, which we were able to have
a close look at.
Spending an evening on the Kwando River on our way back across the
Caprivi Strip produced localised species such as Chirping Cisticola and
Brown Firefinch. Meyer’s Parrot, Retz’s Helmet Shrike, Green Woodhoopoe, Thick-billed Weaver and Orange-breasted Bushshrike.

Chirping Cisticola

Other species encountered in the area included an un-seasonal female
Western Marsh Harrier, Knob-billed Duck, African Openbill, Black and
Marabou Storks and large numbers of White-faced Ducks.
Muhango Game Park – Kavango East Region
More time was allocated along the Okavango River with the main purpose
of spending a day in Muhango National Park, immediately south of Divundu
on the Botswana border. This relatively small 25 000ha park, now managed
as a section of the larger Babwata National Park (once called West Caprivi
Game Park), is home to a brilliant diversity of ungulates and birds.
Sightings included Sable and Roan Antelope and Red Lechwe, African
Elephant and Buffalo, Greater Kudu, Chacma Baboon and Impala.
New birds for the trip included the localised Slaty Egret, Black Heron, Great
White Herons, Yellow-billed Egrets, Yellow-billed Stork, Lesser Jacana and
hundreds of Collared Prantincole.
A large number of Hippo were also seen along the river along with some
large Nile Crocodile, with one specimen an estimated four metres long. A

large herd of Buffalo was observed on the floodplain, which numbered
approximately 200 animals.
Waterberg Plateau Park – Otjozondjupa Region
Rockrunner and Hartlaub’s Spurfowl where the target birds here. Brilliant
views of Rockrunner which, after hearing it call, was quickly seen by
Sharon “eagle-eye” Smallbones. We were fortunate to have two birds in
around us, and where probably the best quality sightings of the trip. We
dipped on the Spurfowl, which is more easily located in the Erongo
Mountains.

Rockrunner

Another highlight was finding a den of Black Mongooses. Five sub-adults
and an adult were observed sunning themselves on a boulder. At first they
were skittish, darting into their den at any sign of movement. After
standing still for a few minutes they became accustomed to our presence
and sunned themselves in the open right in front of us.
Bradfield’s and Alpine Swifts were seen against the cliffs, along with Shorttoed Rock Thrush and Augur Buzzard.
Damara Dik-Dik, a diminutive antelope, were common on the lower slopes
and easily observed from only meters away. Fresh leopard track was also
found on one of the trails we walked along, with the individual passing
close to our camp the evening before.

Khomas Hochland – Khomas Region
Our last evening was spent in the Khomas Hochland Mountains at Daan
Viljoen Game Park on the outskirts of Namibia’s capital city, Windhoek. We
were unsuccessful in locating Orange River Francolin, but Barred Wren
Warbler was found and close-up views of Short-toed Rock Thrush were
had. A Pearl-spotted Owlet called loudly into the morning and nicely seen.
Two herds of Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra and a number of Oryx where
among the sightings.
During the tour the following raptors not mentioned previously were also
seen: Martial Eagle, Tawny Eagle, African Hawk Eagle, Bateleur, Blackchested Snake Eagle, Brown Snake Eagle, Booted Eagle, Rock Kestrel,
Greater Kestrel, Pale Chanting and Dark Chanting Goshawk, Little
Sparrowhawk, African Peregrine Falcon, Gabar Goshawk, White-backed
Vulture, Hooded Vulture, White-headed Vulture, Lapped-faced Vulture,
Cape Vulture. Western-banded Snake Eagle was not seen on this trip.

Monteiro’s Hornbill

For more information on Namibians birds and tours please contact us at
email: fangsfeathers@gmail.com or matt@fangsandfeathers.co.za

