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Itinerary (May 2017)
3–4
5 -6
7-8
9-10

Twee Rivieren
Nossob
Mata Mata
Twee Rivieren

Summary
The Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park had received excellent rains throughout the summer
and the grass was high. The Gemsbok and Springbuck where in excellent condition and
most of the female antelope where pregnant. The high grass made spotting the
predators difficult, especially the smaller species like African Wildcat and Honey
Badger. Excellent Cheetah sightings and some good Lion sightings where had, including
one female Leopard and a Honey Badger (Ratel). 16 species of raptors where seen on
the tour. The temperatures ranged between 10°C - 30°C and no rain was experienced.
We averaged about 120km/day on our game drives and based ourselves at the three
main camps within the Park for the tour. This report details the main highlights during
the tour and is not a total species account of what was recorded.
3rd – 4th May, Twee Rivieren (Nossob River)
The first afternoon’s drive delivered the following sightings:
Two Spotted Eagle Owls perched in a Common Camelthorn Tree.
Two male Cheetah where found which we where obtain good images of, as they walked
down a dune and crossed the track about 5 metres from where we had positioned our
vehicle to photograph them.

Cheetah sighting on our first afternoon

Spectacular Crimson-breasted Shrikes, which hunted insects under the Camelthorn
trees where observed and photographed. A pair of nesting Secretary Birds was seen
while driving up the Nossob River. Lanner Falcons and Pale Chanting Goshawk seemed
to be the commonest raptor on this tour.

Crimson-breasted Shrike

Possibly the most unusual sighting of the afternoon was a Warthog. This is an unusual
animal to see in the area, and they might be establishing themselves in this part of the
Kgalagadi now, since reports are becoming more regular. Travelling up the dry Auob
River bed on the second day produced our first Kalahari Lion. A splendid looking older
male cat, with a fully developed black mane. We spent approximately 30 minutes with
this individual as he walked down the Auob River. We where afforded some good
backlit photo opportunities with this animal, as it walked past a Gemsbok and a large
herd of Springbuck.

A Lion wanders down the dry Auob River bed

Raptors included Martial Eagle, Black-chested Snake Eagle and Pale Chanting Goshawk.
A speckled phase Cape Cobra was viewed at close range, as it moved off the road

disappearing down a hole. Excellent views of Meerkats where had, which where well
photographed. Other species included Ground Squirrel, Red Hartebeest and Steenbok.

Pale Chanting Goshawk

In the afternoon we drove up the Nossob River bed. The highlight was a female leopard
walking in the open, about 200 metres from where we where positioned in our vehicle.
Although not a good photographic opportunity, a leopard sighting is always exciting.
On our way back to camp, we had spectacular views of two Barn Owls, in a hole in a
Sociable Weaver’s nest. We where able to capture some lovely images of the two birds
in warm afternoon light and gain appreciation for their beautiful colouration and
feather patterning.
Other birds for the afternoon included Tawny Eagle, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Fawncoloured Lark, Scaly-feathered Finch, Chat Flycatcher, Marico Flycatcher, Dusky Sunbird
and Sociable Weaver.

Barn Owls

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater

5th Twee Rivieren to Nossob camp
The highlights on this five hour game drive, included the following:
Sparing Gemsbok Bulls and one of the water holes, which provided a great opportunity
to get backlit action shots in the dust.
Four Secretary Birds where located walking abreast, as they hunted reptiles and small
mammals in the long grass.
A Greater Painted Snipe, a rare bird for the Kgalagadi, with only a hand-full of records
for the area, was found in the road, I looked stressed and very lost as it wandered about
in the open. It did however present a great opportunity for good close-up images of this
usually difficult to see species.

Greater Painted Snipe

A stunning male lion was located in the dunes, lying on the red sand of the dunes,
looking down at a herd of Blue Wildebeest below. The scene was beautiful, and although
the animal was a little far-off to capture quality portraits, some very nice wildscapes
where captured.

Blue Wildebeest

Our first Batleur Eagles where seen perched in a dead Common Camel Thorn tree and at
sunset we where treated to the sound of Barking Geckos and Lions roaring near the
camp later that night.

6th Nossob to Kwang waterhole to Nossob
Large herds of Gemsbok, Blue Wildebeest and Springbuck where seen.
Brandt’s Whistling Rats where very common along this stretch of road and seen
foraging along the road edges. Raptors included a number of Tawny Eagles and many
Lanner Falcons, Pale-chanting and Gabar Goshawks.

Pygmy Falcon

The highlight of the day was watching Lanner Falcon’s hunting Cape Turtle Doves and
Red-headed Finches as they settled to drink at a waterhole. This was a great action
photography opportunity, as one could set up for the stoop and predation.
We witnessed a number of predations and a series of images was captured by one of our
clients of a Lanner Falcon catching a dove, which then escaped from the falcons talons
seconds later.

Red-headed Finch

7th Nossob – Marie se Draai – Mata Mata
This five-hour trip produced the following:

Three lionesses on the road to the south of Nossob afforded wonderful photographic
opportunities. The sub-adult females played in the road and afforded us great angles
and close-up shots. At one stage we had a female lying on high ground on the side of the
road, about three metres from where we where parked at eye level.

Lioness

More views of Bateleur Eagles where had. Photos of two juvenile Black-backed Jackals
where taken at close distance. Northern Black Korhaan was photographed in the red
dunes and another Pygmy Falcon was seen and photographed along the Auob River bed.
A herd of 18 Giraffe wandered up the Auob, just south of Mata Mata and a late afternoon
drive produced two different sightings of Bat-eared Fox, totaling four individuals.
At Mata Mata camp’s waterhole a lioness was observed directly in front of our chalet.
Two years earlier on a similar tour we had observed a female in the same place, stalk,
catch and kill a Steenbok.
8th Mata Mata to Viertiende Boorgat – Mata Mata
This excellent area consistently produced diverse sightings for us. The Auob River with
is relatively open dry riverbed makes spotting game, easier than the Nossob. It
consistently produces Cheetah, Lion, Leopard and a host of other small predators.
Highlights while travelling the upper reaches of the Auob River on this day included two
sightings of Bat-eared Fox, totaling seven individuals.

Bat-eared foxes

Three male Lion where located resting on the crest of a sand dune as they watched a
herd of Gemsbok below. Four Black-backed Jackals where seen. Excellent views of a
Slender Mongoose provided very good photographic opportunities. Many herds of Blue
Wildebeest, Gemsbok and Springbuck frequented the area.

Slender Mongoose

9th Mata Mata to Twee Rivieren
We travelled down the length of the Auob River to Twee Rivieren where we would end
the tour.
The highlight of the day was a pack of four Cheetah, a female and three sub-adults. Good
views where had, but the conditions for photography where not ideal on this occasion.
A Tawny eagle was photographed eating a Puffadder in a tree. Other birds included
Lilac-breasted Roller, Kori Bustard, Fawn-coloured Lark, Grey and Yellow-billed
Hornbill, Kalahari Scrub-robin, Black-chested Prinia and Greater Kestrel.

Fawn-coloured Lark

Kalahari Scrub-robin

10th Twee Rivieren – Auob River – Twee Rivieren
This was one of the best days in terms of the number of predator sightings experienced
on the tour.
On-route up the Auob River we found a male Cheetah male patrolling its territory near
Houmoed. We followed this animal for about 3km as it wandered down the riverbed,
providing us with excellent photographic opportunities.

Melba Finches

A male Lion was located lying in the grass at Montrose, but only brief views were had
before it lay down and disappeared from view, despite being only 50m from where we
where parked.
The highlight of the day was a pack of five Cheetah, the same group as the previous day,
with an additional animal, which we’d missed in the earlier sighting. The family pack
was hunting springbuck and we spent about two hours with these animals, as they
attempted to get downwind of their quarry. They eventually left the riverbed and
wandered off into the dunes, so no further views were had of this pack.

Cheetah

Hundreds of Namaqua and Burchell’s Sandgrouse where seen coming into drink at
Auchterleonie which provided fantastic opportunities for flight shots of these
interesting birds. A pair of Lanner falcon made repeated attempts to catch them as they
landed to drink, which where eventually successful.

Burchell’s Sandgrouse

Kori Bustards where a common sight, foraging in the dry riverbed. We viewed our
second Black Harrier for the tour, an uncommon bird in this Region. Reptiles included
Skaapsteker and Bibron’s Gecko.
11th & 12th Twee Rivieren – Auchterleonie (Auob River) – Kij Kij – Twee Rivieren
(Nossob River)
The wildlife highlights on this day included three Cheetah walking up a dune and a
much welcomed Honey Badger sighting. The views of the honey badger where distant,
but it’s always great to see these tenacious creatures. It was interesting to see how a

Pale Chanting Goshawk followed the badger at close quarters, looking to pounce onto a
small mammal or reptile that the badger might flush. Other good sightings for the day
included a breeding herd of young Blue Wildebeest.

Gemsbok (Oryx) rutting
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