Mammal and Birding Tour Highlights, Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park, Namib
Rand Nature Reserve and Etosha National Park, July 2018

A male lion wanders the plains adjacent to Etosha Pan
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Itinerary 2018
17th - 19th Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park, South Africa
20th - 21st Namib Rand Private Nature Reserve, Namib Desert, Namibia
22nd - 23rd Swakopmund- Henties Bay, Coastal Namibia
24th – 27th Etosha National Park, Northern Namibia
17th-19th July 2018 Twee Rivieren area of Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park
The Kgalagadi (Kalahari) is our favorite park in Southern Africa. Its vastness, harshness
and abundance of large predators and herds of Gemsbok (Southern Oryx) are attributes,
which make it special to us.
Our group of four clients enjoyed three terrific days exploring the lower sections of the
dry Twee Rivieren and Auob River beds. These episodic rivers, with defined water holes
along their courses, attract a fantastic diversity of wildlife. The focus of the trip was to
search for Lion, Cheetah and Leopard.
During our three days here we had three Cheetah sightings, two of which were amazing.
The one sighting involved a mother and two sub-adults repeatedly stalking Springbuck
in the Auob River Bed. On both attempted stalks that we witnessed, the Springbuck got
wind of the Cheetah and fled to safety.

Cheetahs are a regular sighting in the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park on our tours

Another sighting involved a mother and sub-adult cub, which we watched romping in
the early morning light in the Twee Rivieren river course. The mother stalked an adult
Gemsbok bull, which stood its ground and stared down the much smaller Cheetah. A
brazen act, as the Gemsbok is well equipped to defend itself against attacks, even by lion
at times!

This mother cheetah and it’s cheeky cub provided is with hours of entertainment

Our best Lion sighting registered an eight out of five in our book! We spent the better
half of the morning following two adult males and three females along the dry Auob
River. At times we were only meters away from them as they walked at a steady pace
along the river course.

One-eyed “blondy” following his pride along the Auob River

One of the males had a completely blond mane, which is unusual for the normally
“black-maned” Kgalagadi Lions. Furthermore “Blondie” was also blind in his left eye. His
brother pulled up in the shade of a small camel thorn tree with one of the females and
they started to mate only meters from where we were parked in our vehicle. It was

very exciting to be in such close proximity to these massive cats, which showed little
concern about our presence. The growling sounds a male lion makes while mating are
intense and frightening. There is not much affection during the whole process and an
act that many people battle to understand, leaving the observers feeling a bit
uncomfortable.

A typical black-maned Kgalagadi Lion on the Auob River

A pair of breeding Martial Eagles was located directly on the road edge in the Auob
River bed. It is very rare for this species to breed in such close proximity to roads where
there is disturbance. This pair seemed comfortable with their tree selection and we
were able to observe the adult birds feeding a white down covered eaglet, something
one doesn’t get to see very often.

A lioness watching over the Etosha pan edge

A Martial Eagle and its chick

Verreaux’s Eagle Owls are another avian attraction in the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park,
which is known as a good place to see these giant owls. We were lucky to find three
individuals during our relatively short stay.
Other notable bird species seen included Pearl-spotted Owlet, Fawn-coloured Lark,
Black-chested Snake Eagle, White-backed Vulture, Brown Snake Eagle, Crimsonbreasted Shrike and Pygmy Falcon. A brilliant view of a Red-necked Falcon feeding on a
Red-headed Finch provided an interesting photographic subject.

Red-necked falcon feeds on a Red-headed Finch

20th -21st Namib Rand Private Nature Reserve, Namib Desert, Namibia
Namib Rand Nature Reserve is a massive privately owned piece of conservation estate
situated in the southern Namib Desert. It’s one of the largest of its kind in Southern
Africa with an approximate size of 200 000ha.
We visited this magnificent reserve to experience and explore a new area. On any trip
like this one, one does a large amount of driving as one is covering long distances by
road in remote country-side.

Namib Rand Nature Reserve

The diverse landscapes of the “Namib” are simply astounding and very unique. Another
highlight when driving through the area is the abundance of free-range game, such as
Springbuck, Ostrich and Gemsbok, which wander the desert plains.
Staying at Namib Rand’s self-catering house in the south of the reserve, aptly named
“Family Hideaway” we enjoyed absolute solitude where we were left to walk and
explore on our own with no other tourists around.

Plains Zebra (Burchell’s) on the Namib Deserts plains

Each day we saw herds of Gemsbok and Plains Zebra (Burchell’s) which presented
fantastic photographic opportunities. Its a special experience to approach a herd of
Gemsbok or Zebra on foot and we enjoyed some great stalk and photograph moments.

Plains Zebra photographed on foot

The Dune Lark is Namibia’s only endemic bird species, living exclusively in the southern
part of the Namib Desert. Photographing them requires patience and affords one the
opportunity to discover some of the Namib’s unique reptiles at the same time.

A Dune Lark, Namibia’s only endemic bird species, inhabits vegetated dunes

On both mornings we observed Lapped-faced Vultures roosting out on the plains. These
enormous vultures are becoming rarer in Southern Africa and we saw groups
numbering up to eight individuals.
The drive to the coastal town of Swakopmund from Namib Rand Nature Reserve via
Namib Naukluft Park takes a full day. It is a great scenic drive with incredible desert
scenery along the way.

A desert of contrasts

A lunchtime stop at the remote but busy outpost of Solataire was also interesting and
gave us the opportunity to refuel and get a bite to eat.

The Namib Desert

Arriving in Swakopmund in the late afternoon, we booked into our comfortable
guesthouse called “Footprints” where we were met by our friendly hosts and enjoyed a
good meal at a nearby local restaurant.
22- Swakopmund, Henties Bay, Coastal Namibia
We spent a full day at leisure in Namibia’s popular tourist town, Swakopmund situated
on the Atlantic coast. This gave us an opportunity to take a break from all the travelling
and recharge.
We made an excursion to Henties Bay a little further north up the coast where we
explored the gravel desert plains just inland of the sea. During the afternoon we spent
time in the great dunes that border the coast to the south of Swakopmund, an
impressive sight for anyone who hasn’t yet visited a true desert before. A good dinner
ended a relaxed day and we prepared for the following mornings drive to Etosha
National Park in the north of the country. This particular tour did not take in the
Skeleton Coast.
Etosha National Park, Northern Namibia
Arriving at Okakuejo Camp we immediately checked into our accommodation where we
would be based for the next two evenings.
There are few places like Etosha in world, where you can pass the hours watching
Elephant, Rhino and various antelope species coming to drink at the numerous
waterholes dotted through the landscape.
Observation times are best during the middle of the day and after 19:00 at night. Large
numbers of Greater Kudu, Gemsbok, Black-faced Impala, Springbuck, Giraffe, Plains

Zebra (Burchell’s), Blue Wildebeest and African Elephant come to drink during the heat
of the day. Concentrations are best in the drier months, between April and November,
but the summer months are greener and with better sightings of young animals such as
young antelope and lion cubs.

African Elephant and Southern Giraffe at Gemsbokvlakte- Etosha National Park

The critically endangered Black Rhino generally drink at dusk and during the evening
and we have thankfully continued to enjoy brilliant sightings of these impressive
herbivores over the years.

A Black (hooked-lipped) Rhino drinks, as an elephant bull approaches

On some days breeding herds of up to 50 or more elephant frequent the waterholes.

On the open plains you will see large herds of Oryx and Springbuck and trains of Blue
Wildebeest are often seen out on Etosha Pan. Common Ostrich and Kori Bustards are
also common, the latter being one of the heaviest flying birds on Earth.

Two brothers on the plains of Etosha

Midday waterhole action near Okakuejo Camp, Etosha

We were fortunate to have five good Lion sightings during our time in Etosha. On one
occasion three lionesses attempted hunt springbuck, which were coming down to drink
at Okendeka spring on the edge of pan. We watched for over an hour as herd after herd
of Springbuck, Wildebeest and Gemsbok passed within 50m of the lionesses who were

partially hidden in depressions on the pan edge. We witnessed a couple of “false starts”,
but the antelope where just too wary of the big cats that gave their presence away.

If you would like to experience these types of wildlife experiences, please contact us and
we can tailor a tour to meet your requirements.
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